
TWO OPERA COMPANIES START AUTUMN SEASON OF MUSIC
Performances of the San Carlo and

AmericanSingers Companies Con-
sidered Critically Hard Usage

of Famous Vioces

By W. J. HENDERSON.
upon a timo the musical season began with concerts, and

ONCE tho middle of December people began to go to the opera.
havo changed all that. Perhaps wo owe it to that restless and

indomitable spirit still active in the breast of Oscar Hammerstcin that
we have been educated to expect opera before all things else.

Well, wo aro now plunged into tho very midst of educational opera
Wo havo had it since the doughty singers of Mr. Gallo's San Carlo com-
pany fell upon us with all their vigor in tho very first week of Septem-
ber, nnd we now havo still mpre enlightenment offered to us by the or-

ganization staggering under the weighty title of Society of American
Singers. It is a great name, a portentous name, and will be hard to carry.
Lot us all hope that some later Johnson will not refer to the organiza-
tion as haying

"Left tho namo at which the world grew pale.
To point a mornl'or adorn a tale."

Some singers areNborn American, some become American and some
Tiavo Americanism thrust upon them. The present writer will make no
attempt to place tho various members of the society in their proper
classes, but will content himself with the certainty that they will all stay
hero till the war is over, and that upon the first outward bound ship
thereafter will go all who havo had Americanism thrust upon them.

For it has been the invariable custom of opera singers for years
and years to sail for Europe tho morning after the final performance.
They devoted much of their time to telling press agents how thoy loved
America and the Americans, but they .never remairfed in the country a
single instant wben'not engaged in securing some of its money.

Now, to the quiet satisfaction of because he hns freely and gladly given
Bome of us, they havo all hod to stay
here. They have had to summer aa
well as winter with us. Thoso who
really like the country and the people

ScotU, for Instance nnd this no
hardship. But if tho inconsequential
matter can glvo a. moment's passing
amusement. Just note which of these
American singers hasterts eastward
ncross tho Atlantic tho moment it be-

comes possible to do so for some purely
personal purpose.

Famous Voices Strained.
What elso havo the early days of

tho musical season brought us? Mlscha
Klman. John McCormack, Galll-Curc- l,

Namara. Rudolf Gain and Caruso tear-
ing his throat out singing in public
parks. It will be Interesting and In-

structive to note In what condition Ills
voice is when he appears on tho open-
ing night ot tho Metropolitan In tho
role of Samson.

Mr. McCormack'a voice shows much
evidence of hard wear, but one can
only praise him for his unceasing self
ehcrlflco to good causes. If he should
eventually sing to us .with only the
rags of his onco beautiful voice and
let it be understood that he has not
como to that state by a long way
wo should acclaim htm nevertheless

A FTER the momentous question
of the fall suit has been sot-ti- ed

the average woman, im
mediately turns her attention to-t-

blouse to accompany it. In former
years the white lingerlo waist was
considered good form and quite elab-
orate enough for ordinary wear and'
most occasions. The changed condi-
tions brought about by the war have
almost banished, the white wash waist.

It la no longer sufficient to plan
ono's winter outfit with a good coat
suit and as many waists, more or less
elaborate, as one can afford. Such
charming blouses have been devel-
oped that the slmplo shirtwaist, fore- -

runner of them all, now seems rele-
gated to the row of discarded gar-
ments. Perhaps the laundry problom,
also born of the war, has hod some-
thing to do with this. While many
business women prefer the tallorod
shirtwaist it is now apt to bo of a
soft, pliant crepe or satlm or silk re;
quiring no starch and the simplest'
laundry attention.

Well dressed women everywhere
have recognized tho value of the
blouso of the exact shade of the coat
suit, making thus a perfect costume
us a rule suitable for almost every
occasion. Since brown and taupe are
playing so Important a part in tho
winter's color scheme many delight-
ful waists of crepe, Chinese silk and
Koorgette have been developed.

Apron Effect In Illousrs.
I find a tendenev to plnnirntn

front rjflrt of thn blousa until It rnatii
like a llttlo apron below tho front of
the coat and covering the upper part
Of the nklrt.-Th- is Is a. rnrlnna nnilnn
but one that Is tremendously popular,
uua to very smart mat it has I
doveloned Into all sorts of f.mrlna

ia often as not one finds tho npron
effect Introduced by a fringe set on tho
bottom ot tho blouso in front, or again
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Wo have also been permitted In the
early days of autumn to" consider the
doings of the San Carlo Opera Com
pany and stilt more those of most of
tho newspapers in their accounts of
these doings. As a contribution to the
entertainment of the town tho season
of tho San Carlo company had a cer-
tain value. The performances of this
company bring that holy form of art
generally called ''grand opera" within
tho reach of the poor salaried man
and his wife.

Since longshoremen aro earning
irom 3.uuu to jb.ooo a year, riding In
ineir own automobiles and liclne an
prehendod for dodging tho income tax.
since miners aro making from $75 to

ioo a week and pretty much any kind
of man or woman con get from $? to
$10 a day In a munition plant, wc do
not Insult the laboring classes by say-
ing that tho San""Carlo people put op-
era within their reach. They can af-
ford to go to tho Metropolitan.

Italian Opera for Italian.
But because operatic performances

are given at low prices and the theatre
la filled It does, not follow that the per-
formances are of high artistic worth.
The San Carlo company gives opera
as it is given In tho smaller theatres of

PROPER BLOUSES IMPORTANT TOPIC OF THE MOMENT
made of rows and rows of many
colored beads, like the fringes used on
silk lampshades. The effect Is novel
enough to bo pleasing, unless so
startllngly colored that tho result is
garish.
. 'Curious things, by the way, are be-
ing dono with beads and fringe. I find
a sand colored blouse of crepe, with a
valanco of dark blue silk fringe, hung
round the neck and caught In at the
waist In graduating lengths. Beads
ornament everything. One of tho
clover ways in which they aro used
Is shown In a brown and sand colored
georgette. Tho sand colored material
forms the foundation of the blouse

i

Italy. Thoso who .aro familiar with
life In tho sunny land know that the
masses adore opera, but caro nothing
at all for any other kind of music.
The few concert enterprises of Italy
are kept allvo by the patronage of tho
Intellectual classes.

In the new world- - tho Italian con-
tinues to be nn Italian. He goes to tho
opera, and to no other music. Hence
the San Carlo performances ore a Joy
to him. Ho constitutes half of every
audience.

Meanwhile much energy Is expended
In the endeavor to delude the. public
into the belief that these performances
are of great artistic merit. Some of
them were praiseworthy efforts within
their limits. The older Italian operas
were passably performed. But there

Apron Rainbow Effects Newer
Styles Much Handwork

and over this overblouse of rainbow, light watermelon
brown georgette beaded along pink, vivid and scarlet

Its outer edges with sand colored nnd
brown beads, the smallest that are
made.

Again a charming georgctto blouse'
has the outer blouse of blue split at
lr. ervals to show bright splotches
artillery red underneath.
serve In many of tho flno blouses
disposition to bring back tho high col-
lar, tight nnd severe about the throat,

some Instances tho neck Is cut low,
cither or square, and straight
stiff collar of georgette, bordered with
fur or tho Inevitable beads, is added.

fancy, new nnd more or less be-
coming to most feminine types, Is that
of tho separate collar set on above the
low cut neck and as apt as not to
of a contrasting color. Tiie use of
more than one color Is strongly evl
denced in tho showing tho fall

Ilnlnboir
In fact there Is a riot color In

somar blouses made by strips
light colored georgette together with
fagottlng. This sort slecvo and yoke
are set on the blouses velvet which
aro extremely new and smart looking.
They present something tho
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Blouses of satin, Georgette and velvet
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were some sad when modern
Italian or French works wcro at-
tempted.

The a largo part
the newspaper press In regard to

operatic offerings seems to bo one
eager partisanship. These newspapers
appear to regard it os their duty not
to view these performances as disin
terested observers and to make dlspas
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being fngottcd together with heavy
silk threads. This sort of treatment of
chiffon or georgette makes a graceful
drapery and one that Is ef
fectlve.

The Idea of embroidering very thin
materials with heavy wool threads Is
moro than ever. Especially
pronounced Is sort of
In tnbller or apron blouse. There
seems to be no end to way

crepo de chine and chiffon
havo been embroidered,
corded and used as a background for
every sort of ornamentation.

Small rings of line soutache braid
have been the surface
of some flno Parisian waists. ts
soutncho Is white, n contrasting color,
usually shade of tho georgette
making the blouse Is employed the
Interlacing ring used with it.

Some unusual waists of tho rare
Japanese metallic have been
fashioned of a combination of rib

and a heavy black silk net. The
ribbon Is so handsome in Itself, so
beautiful In color and design, thnt no
further need for ornamentation pro
senis itseir. course this sort of
blouse Is to bo worn only on more
elaborate occasions and would be en
tirely out oi piaco eisewnere. Since
one can buy beautiful sntln skirts
ready to wear by the addition of ani

havo weight and authority have be-
come mere adjuncts to the press agents
of musical enterprises.

Perhaps this is what tho newspaper
reader dcslros. But there Is room
doubt. One thing can declared
without fear of error, however, and
that Is that while tho name of the
present writer stands at tho head of
Tun Swn'b musical department, that
department will devoted to the In-

terests of reader first of all. When
tho timo comes, as It seems to bo com-
ing, when crltclsm cannot be
printed in this town, the present writer
will accompany his calling Into lit
peaceful darkness.

"American Singers" Interest
To return to the theme announced

nt the. beginning of this rambling sur-
vey of the early season, what elsa has
been disclosed to us? Tho Society ot
American Singers has begun Its laboni
at the Park Theatre Here the lover
of musical art In all its forms finds
oomethlng to stimulate his hopes.

It Is no concern of whether
the thing Is to be pecuniarily success-
ful, whether the artists were called
out fifteen or twenty times, or whether
the theatre was crowded. If thing'
Is good, the slncero lover of
art will rejoice at signs of favor from
the uncertain populace.

This Soclcjy of American Singers
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has something worth offering and It
has undertaken work with vigor, If
not with unquestionable Judgment. It
was Intimated in theso columns on the
morning after tlie first performance
that tho activities of this company
had been made to appear ns part of
a clever commercial campaign
as Its purpose exclusion of
musicians nnd Incidentally most for
eign music and the occupation of thereports mo pudiic out to. entire of musical industry

help manager to go of It." Americans. Tho" methods of the man-Muslc- al

departments which to ngers, campaign suggest tho
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claborato blouse of this sort an entire
costumo Is easily and quickly achieved.

Mnch Hand Work Seen.
As a rule the Imported blouso shows

a great deal of hand work, dots, fagot
tlng in hemstitching. Much flno work
Is dono in gold and silver threads
which aro used to outline pleasing
designs on a thin surface of chiffon
or georgette. Clever "makers havo
fashioned somo good waists of strips
of flno net heavily darned with silver
threads In largo splotches. These nro
used over georgette of any color one
desires nnd nro very smart and new.

Satin also enters Into competition
with these thinner fabrics, ut the
grentest care must be taken to avoid
a heavy look which satin Is apt to have
unless skilfully treated. A curious
fashion has arisen of embroidering
satin waists In sunbursts of gold or
sliver threads scattered rnther thickly
over the surface. These waists are
made with a moro or less shapeless
effect Impossible, to describe, as they
aro curiously put "together, tho lucks
being gathered Just below tho shoul
ders In a pointed effect, finished off
with a wldo silk tassel and left to
hang free.

possibility that they constltuto the
only real Growing Circulation Com
pany.

Ml.tnkes In Repertory.
While tho members of tho Society

of American Singers daro not over-
look tho opportunities provided by tho
spread of this propaganda, they arc
not directly or personally responsible
for It. Meanwhile this aspect of the
matter mny be permitted to rest, for
tho music loving public will for the
moment at any rate bo moro Inter-
ested In tho entertainments offered
by tho company.

Tho season began hopefully. "Mi-gno-

is far from being an Important
work, yet tho representation of Mon-
day evening, deficient ns It was in
certain respects, undoubtedly gave real
pleas uro to an audlenco which did not
seem to havo arrived at tho theatre
with prepared enthusiasm. Indeed
tho assembly was Indubitably lndiffer..
ent nt tho beginning of the perform
an co.

Owing chicly to tho well rehearsed
enRemMe Thomas's pretty but super
ficial music was soon finding its way
to tho fancies, of the hearers. Among
mo principal singers only two could
be regarded ns of nbltlty fitting them
to undertake their tasks, nnd neither
of these attained high distinction. But

ullo seems to havo lost nono of
Its favor and it Is seen moro than
ever, I Arid It cleverly placed In a
French waist of black and white
georgette and finest linen put to-

gether with strips of white tulle nnd
finished with a scarf of the tullo left
with ends free to lioat oft tho back.
Of course so perishable, n creation Is
for tho occasional blouso only.

As trlcoletto Is ono of our best
materials this season it has been in-

troduced on many georgette waists
nnd in somo of satin or silk Jersey.
It Is sometimes used In a rolling col-l- ar

llko a monk's cowl, which gives a
very pleasing look when the heavier
tricolette, closely woven, is placed
thus against georgette.

Tho dark and sombre colors seem
to predominate, though they are

with the beading in brilliant
effects such as I havo described, nnd
they cannot in any sense bo called
dull. Tho introduction of plastrons of
gold or silver or other metal tissues
also adds to tho lighter effects nnd
to the richness of tho newer blouses.
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they pleased. Tho others were decid
edly below the level of tho scoro and
passed tho evening floundering in
waters beyond their depth.

Unfortunately of tho second eve
ning's performance llttlo of a com-
mendatory naturo can lie said. Mr.
Bispham did not know his lines or at
any ratq forgot tnem anu was nnx-Ic- us

nnd constrained throughout tho
evening. Blanca Soroyo was dull nnd
uninteresting as Marie and her sing
ing showed a sad lack of mastery of
tho finer elements of tho art. Craig
Campbell delivered his share of tho
dlaloguo well, but snng weakly. Henry
Hadley conducted, nnd he had a pretty '

hard time of It, for things teemed bent
on going at sixes and sevens. Mr.
Hadley at any rata showccV that he
knew what he was about. Let us hope
for better things In tho future

But why did tho astute managers of
this enterprise begin their season with
direct challenges to comparison with a
big nnd long established operatic insti-
tution? "The Impresario" and "Bas-tlc- n

and Basfienno"' two seasons ago
were unknown quantities nnd they
proved to be delightful. But "Mlgnon"
has been --ming at the Metropolitan by
famous artists, whllo "The Daughter
of tho Regiment" Is still in tho reper-
toire and likely to remain there ns
long as Miss Hempel and Mr. Scotti
aro members of tho company.

And of all things under tho arch u.
tho heavens why "Carmen"? Aro w
not sufficiently Carmened already.
And what could result but unfavorable
comparisons? Well, It Is nn Interest-- ,
lng world and furnishes many fields
for conjecture.

NEW METROPOLITAN SINGERS.

General Manager Gattl-Casazz- a of
tho Metropolitan Opera Company Is al-

ways very reserved wlien Inquiries nre
mado regarding his artists. So fre-

quently has It happened that artists
who havo achieved very considerable
distinction In foreign opera houses of
tho first rank have failed to please, the
public that patronizes tho Metropolitan
Opera Company that It Is hazardous to
prophesy the success of oven an nrtlst
of tho greatest European or South
American fame.

Very nattering reports havo reached
New York from Buenos Ayres regard-
ing the popularity ot the new Ameri-
can lyric tenor Carlo Hackett and the
new Italian bnrytono Lulgl Montosanto
during tho recent season of the Colon
opera the Metropolitan of tho Argen-
tine capital. As for tho new French
barytone, Itobcrt Couzlnou, ho Is con-
sidered In Paris as the bst of his class
among the younger set.

GIullo Criml, tho new Italian tenor.
has not been heard In New York, but
thoso who have heard hlm elsewhere
nro of the opinion that he is n valuable
addition to Mr. Gattl's .phalanx of
tenors. Hcinald Wcrenrath, tho new
American bnrytono, Is In tho front lino

v:

of recital artists. It will lo Interesting
to discover such other gifts us ho may
disclose on the lyric stage.

All Mr. Qattl's new sopranos and
mezzo sopranos aro American bom,
Best known among them Is Altco
Gentle, whoso steady growth as an
artist Is a matter of record. Without
other experience than tuch as sho had
ncqulred In her native land she want
td Milan unknown and without intlu
cntlal introduction, had nn audition at
tli Scala and was immedlitrly

as prima donna contralto. War
conditions prevented her from accept-ln- g

nn engagement nt Buenos Aires
last year.

Koa Eton, a Vermont girl, held her
own as prima donna with the exacting
iwbllo that nils tho San Carlo Optra
House of Naples. Margaret Koirmlno's
voice and personal charm are bent
known In New York to operetta ami
musical ' comedy patrons. Helena
Marsh. Mary Ellis, Mary Melllsh ami
Itosa Ponscllo have had no Htime

and all owo their murlral cdu.
cntton to homo training. Their op.
eratlc qualities await public revelation.

"I think," waH all Mr. fjatti would
say, "I think that among tliu jonns
American women I havo engaged fur
the season there will prove to bo tome
very Interesting surprises."

PHILHARMONIC
season--

JOSBF 8TUANHKY Cmulurlor
12 Tliumilaj- - Kvc. hatunlaj Ktit,
IS Friday Attn.. 13 Sunday UK,

In CARNKfllK HAM,. NEW VOUK
15 Hnnduy Aft.mnona In Hit
llrooklrn Acndrtnr of 3tulr.

bOIAJISTH
JskcIia Hflfrti Yolandn Mfro
.Toarf llof tnsmi llnoul lilin
1ouIm llomrr Harold llanrr
Kfrvm Zlmliallut MUclut Klniau
tiutomar Noibn .John IMHrll
Max Koorn Ilulila IjinliantLs
Mlftclut Itltrkt I.ury tlate
Alfred MrfTrlln Ktlicl IcfuLa

.Alary Jordan
flubucrlptlon tickets for Nfir York and

llrooklrn series now on at Millhar- -

monlc Offlcs In Carneulo Hall. All tirkft
of the Nw York aeries not tnkin up by
October Htli will be open to ihw

Prospectus on application
BUY LIBFRTY BONDS

FEt.I.V F. I.EIFEL3 Manner

Aeolian Hall
Sunday Aft. at 3 Oct. 6th
BACK FltOM TIIE n AT Tl.r.l II.I.I1S
The man who ha tern more ntttulnghtlnK than n raldler IIiIiik orany other uar correspondent,

MR. FREDERIC

VILLIERS
World famed war artist correspondent
of the llluuriftd London Aeirt,

In a unique. Illustrated war talk
"WHAT I SAW at the FRONT"

With tho Ilrltlsh and French AnnlM
lllustmtod ni;.'

100 of Mr. Vill W'Own SI 'ches
Tickets SOe. 7ir. II, S1.50. No. o i lr.

N. Y. SYMPHONY
SOCIETY.

t'AI.TFlt IMMKOSriI, Otid'rThrtv Hrlfw ,if Cmuwl.
EIGHT THUItsOAY aVtKKNOONH

At IAK.M.(;iK II U.I,
EIOHT SATURDAY EX EMNIls,.vAT UAHNEtllE 1I4LI.

SIXTEEN HUN HAY AlTKKNOON'S
AT AKOI.IAN HALL,

H01.01KTS
Jaarha Ilrltrtr. Josrf llofinnnn
srnuinann-iirini- i iiisrha Srldi l
Alfred ortot
I.ury GattM
Harold Knurr
mil tin HUlrke

Mabel (iurrUun
O. CiabrUuuliiu'h
Fmltlo 1 CoRor.i
Henri C'ria(1efiii
AIM din Irtlt7kl.me. llrrMlrr-ltnlll- y lnnlel Maiiuurn

wuim i iiJtiiiii MiMin tl un (HI naif
Koorn 1202. Aeolian HulLline

Carnenie Hall. J?." Oct. 27
Only New York Recital This Season

MISCIIl

ELM AN
t 50 cts. to S2.00. Now on Sil.. at Hot

Office and It. K. Johnston's oftlc-- M.'il 11 na,
8TE1NWAY 1'IA.NO

CARNEGIE HALL
Tuesday, 8:15 P. M., October U

I RECITAL BY I

EDDY BROWN
rices 50c & S1.00 nt L'ox C ' i I

If at Humanitarian Aagj7i
266 West Hnd Ave.

trollati Hall, Friday l'.r.. on. I, .it i l.i.

FRANK SHERIDAN
Mgt. Ioudon
vrollanllall
Oct. 7. at BUS

Charlton. Strtnw.i I'f .no

I

VIOLET EWART
Australian

Loudon Charlton htflnvi.iy I'uni,

HERALDING' THE COMING of the

Societe des Concerts
du Conservatoire de Paris

(ANDRE MESS ACER, Chef d'Orchestrr)

Under the Auspices of the. Republic of France
TO HE HEARD IN TWO

SYMPHONY CONCERTS
METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE

Tuesday Night, Oct. 8th Sunday Night, Oct. 13th

Direction French American Association for Muiical Art

Seats: Orchestra $2.50 Dress Circle $1.50 Balcony $1.00
Family Circle 75c

MAIL ORDERS NOW SALE OPENS TUESDAY, Ot V. it

TO-NIG-
HT sun TO-M.G- rif

AT HIPPODROME CONCERT BY JOHN

McCORMACK
Hft TIIK WOHI.ll'S nrtKATKUT SlSdll.
$1 Proceedo to League for Sailors' Comfort & C'.irer

rf CHOICE SEATS STILL AVAILABLE
at 1.W. $1.50, $Z.OO. box Office Opens at foon.

.Tills will lie .Mr. MrCnrmark'a only N. Y. Cnntrri prim
in an nienaru inur ot tut- - souiii nnn rilO -- t y ..r Mt rn, l Wanner and 1). !' Mi'swi'-m-


